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We must make it plain that the figures in the above table are
estimates, and, in respect of -some provinces, have in any case
less significance than in others. So far as Madras, Bombay and
the Central Provinces are concerned, there is not likely to be-
much dispute as to which are the " untouchable " castes, and
no really material differences exist in the various calculations
made. But it is otherwise in the case of Bengal, the United
Provinces, and Bihar and Orissa. In these three provinces the
connection between theoretical untouchability and practical dis-
ability is less close, and a special investigation might show that
the number of those who are denied equal rights in the matter
of schools, water, and the like is less than the total given for
the depressed classes in those areas. In Assam the figure is
largely conjectural, for in addition to the difficulty of dis-
tinguishing between " untouchable " Hindus and aboriginals,
there is a good deal of uncertainty as to the proportion of
depressed class people to be found among tea-garden labourers.
No wide variation for tho estimate given for the Punjab has
been put forward, but this fact does not necessarily establish
the accuracy of the figure.
The conclusion, therefore, is that in provinces where the
effects of untoucSability are most seriously felt, the figures are
likely to be fairly precise; but in other parts of India where the
'treatment meted out to depressed classes, though constituting
a real disability, is not so severe, there is a wide margin of
possible error.